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Verbal Methods. — Preadolescent children may profit by
occasionally having put vividly before them the consequences
of certain courses of action and the effect of their behavior
on other persons. Although the personal influence of the
teacher alone is usually not so potent in this stage of develop-
ment as the sentiment of the group, nevertheless it can play
a vital role if adroitly applied. The teacher who has entered
into his pupils' world is able to show a child more clearly
than he would see alone how his action affects the group and
how he may establish a more friendly relationship. Chil-
dren of this age are interested in making their own rules
of conduct and will be more likely to obey them than the
best code imposed from above.
The effect of scolding and nagging is simply to annoy
children of this age. They acquire great facility in ignoring
it. One twelve-year-old invariably answered an absent-
minded "yes" to his mother*s incessant admonitions, without
the slightest intention of acting upon her suggestions.
"Please don't begin to preach/' one twelve-year-old girl
begged. She showed the antagonism to adult authority and
the aversion to nagging which is characteristic of this period
Threats seldom are worth the breath it takes to give them.
Children rarely consider them of much importance.
The disapproval of a person whom the child does not
respect likewise is ineffectual. It follows from the discussion,
of the nature of discipline that the person best fitted to
deal with behavior problems is the one who knows the
children best and has their respect and affection.
Such a person will use "the highest level of appeal that
will work." He may appeal to authority, or to control by
the group, and, if possible, to the child's own self-control.
Between the extremes of consideration for others and fear of
pain are many incentives to action: personal advantage, ap-
proval of others, satisfaction in successful activity, increased
skill, being of service to the group, and developing the kind
of self one wants to be.

